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President Wilson's Views on the Increase 
of Armaments. 

President Wilson's message read to Congress on 
December 8 makes it clear that he has no sympathy 
with those who are making every possible effort to 
foist upon the nation a great military establishment 
like those of Europe. He says: 

"We are at peace with all the world. No one who 
speaks counsel based on fact or drawn from a just 
and candid interpretation of realities can say that 
there is reason to fear that from any quarter our in- 
dependence or the integrity of our territory is threat- 
ened. Dread of the power of any other nation we 
are incapable of. We are not jealous of rivalry in 
the fields of commerce or of any other peaceful 
achievement. We mean to live our own lives as we 
will ; but we mean also to let live. We are indeed a 



true friend to all the nations of the world, because 
we threaten none, covet the possessions of none, desire 
the overthrow of none. Our friendship can be ac- 
cepted and is accepted without reservation, because it 
is offered in a spirit and for a purpose which no one 
need ever question or suspect. Therein lies our 
greatness. We are the champions of peace and of 
concord; and we should be very jealous of this dis- 
tinction which we have sought to earn. Just now 
we should be particularly jealous of it, because it is 
our dearest present hope that this character and repu- 
tation may presently, in God's providence, bring us 
an opportunity such as has seldom been vouchsafed 
any nation — the opportunity to counsel and obtain 
peace in the world and reconciliation and a healing 
settlement of many a matter that has cooled and in- 
terrupted the friendship of nations. This is the time 
above all others when we should wish and resolve to 
keep our strength by self-possession, our influence by 
preserving our ancient principles of action." 

We .ought not to have, the President declares, a 
large standing army, nor even a reserve army. We 
should not ask our young men to spend their best 
years in making soldiers of themselves. The Na- 
tional Guard of the States he approves, and even rec- 
ommends increase, but only always in consistency 
with the established principles of our national gov- 
ernment. 

"A citizenry trained and accustomed to arms," 
such as the President seems to recommend, will raise 
several very serious questions. The citizen soldiery 
long used in Switzerland is an entirely different thing 
from what the President seems to mean. The Swiss 
citizen soldiery is not voluntary in any sense of the 
term. All male citizens are compelled to take mili- 
tary service and be trained a certain length of time 
in each year, but not long enough to interfere 
seriously with their ordinary occupations. A citi- 
zenry voluntarily trained to arms, to discipline, to 
drill and maneuver, to the maintenance and sanita- 
tion of camps, such as Mr. Wilson outlines, would 
be of no use whatever unless it involved an element 
of compulsion. A national militia of this sort, if it 
could be so called, would be infinitely more difficult 
to organize and develop than a militia of a State. It 
is therefore, we think, certain never to be attempted. 
It would be universally opposed by American young 
men and even more resolutely opposed by profes- 
sional soldiers. The only way in which a great 
American standing army, such as certain militarists 
are loudly advocating, can be ultimately prevented is 
the determination of the people and Congress to in- 
sist 'that the national military force — that is, the 
standing army — shall be kept down to the simplest 
use of national police, as the nation has heretofore 
done. 



